
The Annual Holiday 
Lunch is right around the 
corner!  On December 14,  

2022.  All students are 
asked to dress up in their 
best Holiday clothes and 
be ready to practice your 
good manners with your 

classmates.                         
Parents, we will have   

indoor recess on this day 
so your child’s clothing 

will not be ruined outside 
on the playground.   

DECEMBER, 2022 

This Holiday season students 

will practice good manners by 

caring for others.  The Student 

Council held their annual JAR 

WARS contest.  The Arcola 

Eagles raised $2,218.23!!!!   

The money raised will be used 

to help local families during the 

Holidays and all the dimes 

collected to the “Relay for 

Life” fundraiser.  We are so 

proud of this small but mighty 

school full of caring students, 

parents and staff!  Thank you 

for your gift of “Caring”!   

The Kindergarten, First and 

Second graders got to enjoy 

their traditional FEAST in the 

gym.   Mrs. Trahin, Mrs.     

Burman, and Mrs. Field served 

turkey, mashed potatoes with 

gravy, green beans, grapes and 

a turkey cookie.  The children 

had a great time enjoying time 

together and great food! 

The next Eagle Extravaganza 

will be on December 16th.    

Don’t forget to turn in your 

“Characters with Character” 

for a chance to win a new 

book! 

Don’t forget to shop the Book 

Fair!  The link will be open for 

orders through December 9th.  

Thank you so much for      

supporting our schools Media 

Center!  Classes will be going 

down to make wish lists and 

shopping on their scheduled 

day.  The night of the Holiday 

program you will have the 

opportunity before and after 

the Holiday program.  Don’t 

forget to wear “NEON” to 

celebrate the book fair theme 

on Thursday, December 8th.   

PACE classes are wrapping up 

and we hope students enjoyed 

the classes!  Look for more fun 

this Spring! 

LEGO LEAGUE MOVES ON TO STATE! 

Our LEGO League team, 
SWAT, competed at Purdue 
Fort Wayne against teams 
from around northern      
Indiana.  Our team is made 
up of ten 4th and 5th             

graders.  There are two parts 
to the LEGO League          
competition.  For the first 
part, LEGO issues a challenge 
to LEGO League teams to 
solve a real-world problem 
and create a solution.  This 
year’s challenge centered 
around the creation,         
delivery, and usage of        

energy.  Teams must then 
creatively present their    
solution to a panel of judges 
during the competition.  For 
the second part, LEGO issues 
a game board full of missions 
that teams must code their 
LEGO robot to                    
complete.  Each mission is 
worth a set number of points 
and on competition day our 
robot has 3 chances to     
complete missions and earn 
as many points as               
possible.  This year our team 
accumulated the most points 

and won 1st Place in Robot 
Performance.  Judges then 
combine our innovation and 
robotics score for an overall 
score and this year we also 
won 1st Place Overall     
Champions!  Way to go 
SWAT! This accomplishment 
also earned SWAT a spot in 
the state competition.  We 
are so proud of this team and 
are looking forward to     
competing in Indianapolis 
against teams from across 
the state.  Ready, set, LEGO! 

Mrs. Johanningsmeier, Principal 

The Spirit of Arcola 

JOY BRINGS HAPPINESS!       BY MISS KIM 

SWAT team members:  Gabe West, 

Annabelle Roth, Ella Leahy, Seth 

James, Nova Gensic, Paxton Garwick, 

Allie Buttermore, Alex Branning, 

Joseph Schlatter and Ethan Bissoo 



The J Journal 

Hello Arcola Family, 

I hope you enjoyed the long Thanksgiving weekend and were able to spend time with family and friends. As we look ahead to 

December, we just have a few weeks until winter break will be here. The upcoming weeks are packed with a lot of special 

activities that we are looking forward to including the Winter Program, Bookfair and the Holiday Shop! 

At our November Eagle Extravaganza, our 5th grade students from Mr. Kaduk’s classroom presented a wonderful perfor-

mance, highlighting the importance of problem solving. In December, we look forward to learning more from Mr. Elder’s 5th 

grade students about the lifeline of Gratitude.  

We would like to thank our Arcola families for your generous support in both PTO’s Spirit Week fundraiser and in Jar Wars, 

which helped raise money to help support others in need at the holidays and our Relay for Life Campaign. We appreciate 

your kindness, generosity, and ongoing support! 

If you would like to receive text alerts from NACS regarding delays and cancelations, you can visit the Parent Portal on the 

NACS website to opt in. If you do not already have a parent account, the directions online will walk you through how to set 

one up. If you already have a parent account, you can jump down to “Review School Messenger Contacts” to add or edit 

your contacts. https://www.nacs.k12.in.us/parents/parent_portal 

In Partnership, 

Kate Johanningsmeier 
Principal 

Kate.Johanningsmeier@nacs.k12.in.us 

Congratulations to our November High-Flyers for the Lifeline of Problem-Solving 

These students are a great example in using our life-lines to make the world a better place! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brynleigh Fisher-Hendry, Annabelle Roth, Avery Daugherty, Will Ramey, Dexter Greener, Braden Munger, 

Kaylee Beeching, Meradith Peters, Colton Mark, Andelko Gensic, Reese Westropp, Oliver Buchs 

https://www.nacs.k12.in.us/parents/parent_portal
mailto:Kate.Johanningsmeier@nacs.k12.in.us


Although this time of year can be 
filled with many fun events, it can 
also be stressful for you and your 
child. 
It’s even more important to    
practice good self-care during 
these times. The following ten tips 
may help you manage your stress 
during this busy season:  
 
1. Exercise everyday  

2. Get enough sleep  

3. Eat healthy foods  

4. Talk about your problems  

5. Keep a journal  

6. Break large tasks into small 
steps  

7. Practice taking slow, deep 
breaths  

8. Avoid negative people  

9. Don’t over commit  

10. Think happy thoughts  

Be Prepared for Outdoor Recess This Winter 

 

Please help us by ensuring students have the proper outdoor 
gear: 

· Coat- sweatshirts are not enough for recess 

· Hat and gloves, face covering if needed 

· Boots and snow pants/suit if going in the snow 

· Extra change of clothes in case theirs become wet – slides are often wet at the bottom. 

The nurse’s clinic has a limited supply of pants for students to borrow. All pants are marked 
“Arcola” either on the tag or waistband. Please wash and return any items that your student 
borrows so we may continue to help other students throughout the school year. 

As a reminder, students must be fever free, vomiting/diarrhea free for 24 hours prior to      

returning to school. This is a NACS policy. 

HEALTHY TID BITS               BRENDA JONES, R.N. 

THE SPIRIT OF ARCOLA 

COUNSELORS CORNER               MRS. SALEH 



12-1  Flower Pick up 7:45-8:30 am 

12-1 PACE Unicorn class 3:15 

12-2 SCRIP delivered 

12-2 Book Fair thru 12-9 

12-5 PACE Holiday Cooking 3:30 

12-5 2nd grade to DeBrand 

12-7 PACE Penderwick 3:45 

12-8  Winter program grades K-2, 

Choir and Band Students 6:30 

12-8  PACE Unicorn class 3:15 

12-8 Wear Neon Day! 

12-9 Popcorn Day 

12-10 LEGO to State in Indy! 

12-13 PTO Holiday shop thru 12-15 

12-14 Holiday Dress Up luncheon 

12-14 PACE Penderwick 3:45 

12-15 Auditions for Musical 

12-19 PTO Meeting 4:00 

12-21 Winter break/end of 2nd 

9weeks/students come back January 5th 

All other students are encouraged 

to dress up for our program.  We 

are excited to perform for you!                                                         

Students, if you haven’t heard, we 

have announced our musical for 

this spring.  We will be performing 

Madagascar A Musical Adventure 

Jr. in May of 2023.  Students in 

grades 3,4, and 5 are eligible to 

audition for our musical.  We will 

be holding auditions on Thursday, 

December 15th.  Audition packets 

will be coming home soon.  Once 

students have returned the        

audition forms, I will be preparing a 

schedule for our auditions that 

night.  The expectation is that the 

student will only be here for their 

scheduled time.  Musical rehearsals 

will begin after Winter Break.  Cast 

list will be posted before Winter 

Break.  We will be rehearsing on 

Tuesday’s and Thursday’s after 

school.  There will be a schedule,  

so your student knows when to 

stay after.   

This is a busy time here at Arcola 

but we are so excited to be able    

to offer our students these          

performance opportunities.   

 

MUSICAL NOTES                                        MRS. LEAHY 

Students in grades K, 1st, 2nd, choir 

students and band students have 

been working hard to prepare for 

our upcoming Winter Program to 

be held here at Arcola on      

Thursday, December 8th.            

The Program starts at 6:30 and 

the doors to the gym will be open 

at 6:10. Students will report     

directly to their classrooms before 

the program.  After the program,  

students will return to their          

classrooms to be signed out by       

parents.  The band and choir are 

to wear their band/choir shirt and 

jeans without holes please.         

DATES FOR A VERY BUSY DECEMBER! 

 

Happy Holidays from the 

Arcola Staff! 



All students are finishing themed art to display 

during the winter program to connect to their 

school community. Then, they will work on 

Fame Fusion submissions with a focus on       

connecting to the music. To learn more about 

FAME Fusion click this link: 

https://famearts.org/fusion-of-concert-colors/ 

 

Pic 1- First grade painted paper pumpkins and gourds to use as decoration for their Thanksgiving feast.  

Pic 2- Remember that things get messy during art class. Paint shirts help but accidents can still happen. 

Be sure to be mindful of the outfit your student wears on art day: 

Wednesday: Archbold, Stefanek, Saunders, Fisher, Germann 

Thursday:  Beeching, Elder, Kersjes, Kirk 

Friday: Winchester, Kaduk, Decker 

Art tip for home: Here’s a little list of art supplies that kids love if you’re ever thinking of what to get 

them on a special occasion. This is also great stuff to place at a craft table during family gatherings: 

Kids love their own tape! The best part is it only cost $1! 

Ink Joy pens are pretty great and colorful packs start for less than $3. 

Sticky notes 

Origami paper which can be found at craft/art supply stores, packs starting at $4 

Items needed/wanted/wished for: Magazines like Family Fun and home and cooking magazines, 

Cardboard trays from Aldi (never enough), yarn, crochet hooks sizes h-j, did I mention yarn? 

 

That’s all folks, Ms. Sirois 

https://famearts.org/fusion-of-concert-colors/


Students sometimes have the opportunity to choose a STEAM related 

activity during their extra class time. Among the older students, some of 

the popular  choices of late have been chess or crochet. Origami always 

remains a favorite. If you’re looking for some extra enrichment for your 

children at home those are good choices to consider. They are low cost 

and low mess.  

Kindergarten … focus on the math connections to cutting snowflakes.. 

First Grade ...  focus on the math connections to cutting snowflakes. 

Second Grade... focus on the math connections to cutting snowflakes. Advertising posters for Chocolate Tank. 

Third Grade … coding, focus on the math and engineering  connections to cutting snowflakes. 

Fourth Grade … coding, focus on the math and engineering  connections to cutting snowflakes. 

Fifth grade … coding, focus on the math and engineering connections to cutting snowflakes. 

 

Items needed/ wanted/wished for: yarn!! Crochet hook sizes H-J, sewing needles, sewing pins, 

sewing thread, old or broken toys that we can take apart (reverse engineering), cardboard 

trays from Aldi:  





School Name: Arcola Elementary 

Breakfast Times: 7:30 to 7:45 

Prices:  $1.55 

Location Served:  Arcola’s Cafeteria 


